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Welcome to the first Cleveland Modern Slavery / Human Trafficking Newsletter. 
The purpose of this newsletter is to share widely news and updates in terms of 
this important agenda including updates and progress directly from the          
Cleveland multi-agency Anti-Slavery Network. 

I established the Cleveland Anti-Slavery Network in February 2017 because 
there was a clear need for agencies across the area to come together to free 
people from the horrific world of modern slavery. Tackling this crime is not just about Police       
Officers, we must all come together as a community if we are to make a real difference. 

I am immensely proud of the strong partnership ethos in Cleveland and this is evidenced through 
the achievements made since the network was established. The development of a ground      
breaking victim care pathway – to be launched soon is a tremendous step to improve the support 
provided to victims who are rescued. 

Don’t assume modern slavery doesn’t happen on Teesside. Modern slavery is real. 

I hope you find this newsletter of interest. 

Warmest regards 

Barry                                                                                                 PCC Barry Coppinger  

WELCOME to our first newsletter - please feel free to distribute far and wide as it will be a 
good source of information for us all in the future.  

First of all, I really need to say thank you to everyone who has contributed to building and      
maintaining the Cleveland Anti-Slavery Network to date. It has grown faster than I imagined and 
could have hoped for. I’m overwhelmed by the enthusiasm and passion from everyone to         
participate, contribute and address all the issues of trafficking and exploitation in Cleveland. We 
of course have a wider influence, and our work has been recognised at a national level too which 
I’m very pleased about.  

In 2017 Barry Coppinger Police and Crime Commissioner for Cleveland, recognised the need for 
a multi-agency Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking Partnership. He then put in place a 
means in which it could be accomplished and supported.  We commenced our work and in      
February 2018 established the Cleveland Anti-Slavery Network.  We have all come an awfully 
long way in a relatively short period of time. It has been amazing to see the buy in from           
everyone and the passion to not only learn more, but to work in partnership with all the other    
significant agencies. It really is down to individuals who have had the foresight to know and      
understand the relevance of being part of the network and recognising the benefits to their own 
organisation. As a consequence, we have had organisations that aren’t necessarily the first we 
think of in terms of MSHT, starting to implement training within their organisations and             
contemplate victim care pathways too. Raising and training are an essential first step towards 
identifying and then supporting victims of this terrible crime type.  

Once we know how to recognise the signs and indicators, we then need to know what to do – the 
relevant numbers to call are at the end of this newsletter – please add them to your phone       
contacts. 

https://www.cleveland.pcc.police.uk/Home.aspx


The sharing of information is also essential and that is something we would like to improve upon 
in the next 12 months – our Police contacts, National Crime Agency partner and the MS helpline 
are all very experienced people who can help advise no matter how small or insignificant you 
may think the information is. There is a likelihood that it could be part of a much larger picture 
that we are unaware of.  

Our new newsletters will be one way of keeping you up to date on things like the Pan Cleveland 
MS Strategy and the victim care pathway. It will also include news on events, good news stories, 
job adverts or anything else you think relevant to our work.  

The newsletter belongs to the network and is yours to own so please do make the most of it – 
thank you for to those that have contributed to this first issue and I’m sure your lead will be nicely 
followed by others very soon.  

Please forward any items you wish to be included in the next newsletter to: 

Jayne.Harpe@cleveland.pnn.police.uk   

 

Robin Brierley, Chair, Cleveland Anti-Slavery Network 

DI Carl Peters – Police Transformation Team 

 

The below link takes you to the recommended NGO map compiled by the Human Trafficking 
Foundation. It's a useful tool but a bit sparse for the North East so if you encounter an NGO or a 
Charity that operate in the field of MSHT could you please prompt them to register with the    
Foundation so they can be placed on the map. Thank you.  

  

https://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/support-services  

 

The North East Migration Partnership recently coordinated a             
regional meeting to share knowledge and good practice on Modern 
Day Slavery and the event was really well attended by representatives 
from the Police and Local Authorities from across the region.   

Presentations were delivered by the National Crime Agency, the Chair of the Cleveland             
Anti-Slavery Network and Newcastle Council, with briefings from the No Recourse to Public 
Funds Network and the Voluntary Returns Service.  Copies of the minutes, presentations and 
briefing notes can be obtained by contacting nemp@middlesbrough.gov.uk. Feedback has been 
really positive and there appears to be an appetite for similar meetings to be convened again in 
the future. 

Cleveland Anti-Slavery Network  

Meeting Dates 2019 

 23rd August 

 4th October  

 15th November 

 13th December 

Tees Wide 2019 Anti-Slavery Day Conference 

Understanding Exploitation in Tees 

16th October 2019 

https://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/support-services
https://www.nemp.org.uk/
mailto:nemp@middlesbrough.gov.uk
https://www.nemp.org.uk/


 

 

 

Crimestoppers charity appoints new Regional Manager for the North East  

 

Ruth McNee has joined the independent charity Crimestoppers as their Regional Manager for 
the North East. 

Crimestoppers is an independent charity that gives people the power to speak up and stop crime 
– 100% anonymously. 

Ruth’s role includes working closely with communities across the region to raise awareness of 
Crimestoppers and encourage people to pass on what they know via our 24-hour UK Contact 
Centre by calling 0800 555 111 or using the anonymous online form at Crimestoppers-uk.org. 

Crimestoppers believes everyone has the right to feel safe from crime, wherever they live or 
work.  In over 30 years, we have always kept our promise of anonymity to everyone who          
contacts us. Every day over a thousand people call us to talk about their crime concerns or use 
our online form. 

Ruth McNee, the new Regional Manager at the charity Crimestoppers, said: “I’m thrilled to 
be helping raise the profile of Crimestoppers work and impact on keeping communities safe in 
the North East. 

USEFUL LINKS: 

 

Modern Slavery Helpline – 08000 121 700 

NRM    

Modern Slavery Act Duty to Notify 

Human Trafficking Foundation Slavery and Trafficking Survivor Care Standards 

 
Salvation Army Adult Victim of Modern   

Slavery Care and Coordination Services 

General Enquiries:  

0300 303 0547 / 0548 

Mon to Fri - 09:00 to 17:00 

24 hour referral and out of hours line:  

0300 303 8151  

Robin Brierley 
Chair; Cleveland Anti-Slavery Network. 
 
Direct: +44(0)1686 669911  
 
Mobile +44 (0) 7412 482791 
 
Email: info@clevelandantislaverynetwork.org  
 

tel://0800%20555%20111
http://Crimestoppers-uk.org
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/duty-to-notify-the-home-office-of-potential-victims-of-modern-slavery
https://www.antislaverycommissioner.co.uk/media/1235/slavery-and-trafficking-survivor-care-standards.pdf
https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/
tel:%2B44%280%291686%20669911
tel:%2B44%20%280%29%207412%20482791
https://www.cleveland.pcc.police.uk/Home.aspx

